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COUNTRY OF DIVERGITY

LEEANON

Borcererj on one side by the Mediterranean and
on the other by two parallel mountain ranges,
Lebanon seems a country suspended between the
sky and the sea.

§ Despite its small area (10,452 square kmj, this is a
l land, resplendent in its diverse geography, landscape,
Culture and history.

From the white-capped mountains and blue sea, to the countryside, from and hills to
lush forests, the wvisitor discovers a series of contrasts. Bare rocky mountains are
followed by luxunant valleys watered by rivers and waterfalls. Views change quickly
from pine covered hills to dramatic rocky landscapes, t© fertile plains laid out with
farms and vineyards.

Lebanon is also a country of multiple ongins, shaped by 10,000 years of history. From
earliest times, its natural beauty and privileged geographical position attracted
conguerors and occupiers who left behind traces of their cvilizations. Each added an
indelible imprint to the makeup of what would become modern Lebanon,

The legacy of the past is clear from the extracrdinary vanety of archasclogical sites in
every corner of the country From phoenician sarcophagl to Roman temples, to
Crusader castles and Mamlouk mosques, wherever you go, evidence of this countrys
nich and tormented past comes to light

The cuisine of Lebanon, like its culture is surprising in its diversity. 1t is known dbove al
for its mezze, countless dishes of savory hors-d'oeuvres which are endlessly
replenished and served in a warm and congenial Setting

Any attempt to describe Lebanon is a task carned out in vain. It cannot be confined by
words ; it must be lived. So we invite you to visit our marvelous country, where roads
lead from town to village and from site to city, from one epoque to another
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BEIRUT
CITY OF CONTRASTS

Many times destroyed and rebuilt, Beirut

s a cty of many facets - all accented
by a charming mix of East and
West. Dynamic, congested, elegant
and ostentatious, it shows a different aspect at every turn.

Star s Square .

Beirut never leaves a wvisitor indifferent; its contrasts are too overwhelming.
Luxurious air-conditioned shops sell elegant international brands. Old willas,
freshly repainted, are reflected in modern glass buildings, mirroring a pastiche
of past and present

More city contrasts appear in its remaining ruined and abandoned
neighborhoods, a last testimony of the war But just
around the corner you'll find animated side streets
full of restaurants, cafes and shops

Beirut is epitomized by its downtown, you will see
restored buildings painted in beautiful pastel colors in
a scene that might have come from «A Thousand
and One Nights.» Narrow pedestnan streets with
their perfect geometry, are often enlivened by
nightime spectacles, fairs and parties - all carried out
against the backdrop of the finely carved masonry
facades

Pigeon Rocks
Turning off one of these streets you come to the Roman Baths, now
harmoniously integrated into the urban landscape. This quarter 15 dominated
by the Grand Serail, a huge building constructed by the Ottomans in 1849,
You will also be tempted to walk along the famous corniche of Raouche. This
two-kilometer seaside promenade attracts a wide variety of joggers, sports
walkers, strollers, food wvendors, and coffee drinkers. At sunset couples walk
arm in arm watching the sun sink into the sea behind the landmark Pigeon
Rocks, just offshore

Beirut 1s a busy, bustling capital with a major port serving the nations business
and commercial interests. But when offices and shops close, Beirutis often go
out on the town to enoy the many restaurants and nightclubs of this
cosmopolitan city.

A cultural center as well as the capital city, Beirut is known for its many
universities and schools. The National Museum documents the great
archaeological past of Lebanon, while musical, artistic and dramatic activities
take place year round.
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BEIRUT
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM

|’15ugur&:ed in 1942, the MNational Museum is
home to an extraordinary collection of important
archaeoclogical objects.

Recently recpened after extensive renovation, the
ground floor displays about seventy large objects.
The undoubted star of the collection is the
sarcophagus of Ahiram, King of Byblos, which is
nscribed with the earliest known example of the
Fhoenician alphatbet

On this floor as well, 1S a colossal statue in the Egyptian style, discovered at
Byblos. Also look for statues of children used as ex-voto offerings to the healing
god of Eshmoun. These were found at the temple of Eshmoun near Sidon.
Other outstanding cbjects include a capital of bulls’ heads and various mosaics
representing scenes from mythology.

The first floor of the museumn holds about a thousand smaller objects from
prehistory, the Bronze and lron Ages, the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine
periods and from the Arab conquest to Mamluke times.

fopen daily except Mondays - Hours © 9am - 5pm. )

JEITA GROTTO
BEYOND IMAGINING

LERANON

':aﬁhicmed by milions of wyears of erosion, the Jeita Grotto s a
spectacle that defies description. Its stone sculptures, both elegant
and tormented, are seen to their best advantage thanks to the
ingenious lighting system that reveals their mysterious depths.
Discovered in 1836, between 1874 and 1940 expeditions by
English, American and French explorers penetrated the Jeita Grotto
10 a depth of 1,750 meters.

Since 1946, Lebanese speleologists continued
nvestigating this great underground system,
which is now known to be at least 9 kilometers in
length

Jeita 15 composed of a dry upper gallery and a
lower gallery with an underground lake that is
seen by boat.

A VIS o these caves s an emotional experience,
or their variety lends them an air of almost
supernatural mystery. Stalagmites and stalactites
meet one another in a fantastic décor where
mirages of the rocks are reflected in the clear
water of the subterranean basin.

The caves are very well managed and are easily
accessible to children and older people. A small
train carries visitors between the levels of the two
galleries and there i1s a restaurant, snack bar and
projection room at the site
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BYRLOS
CROSSROADS OF CIVILIZATION

B}’USS IS @ must-see for every visitor 1o Lebanon. This town whose history
goes back 7,000 years, Is home to a major archaeological site that reveals one
impressive ruin after another — traces of all the C‘.-’I|IZ:1*I ons that have occupied
Byblos aver the millennia.

Facing the sea, the 1|"f_h-:_‘]EU|Ug|k_Ej| site includes several Canaanite and Phoenician
temples, the foundations of Stone ﬂue houses, ancient city walls and several
Roman rermms Most imposing is the Crusader castle, built in the 13th century.
The whole faces a Roman theater and 15 bordered by Phoenician sarcophagi
scattered at the foot of a Roman colonnade

Byblos is celebrated as the birthplace of the alphabet. In fact, the sarcophagus of
the Fhoenician King Ahiram, discovered on the site and now on display at the
Mational Musewmn, bears the oldest known inscription of the Phoenician linear
alohabet.

Byblos is also known for its picturesgue medieval
port, where small fishing boats rock gently on
the waves.

At the church of Saint John, built by the
Crusaders in the [3th century, notice the bell
tower [20th century} with its finely carved crown
and its beautiful triple-arched baptistery.

Mear the Castle entrance is a lovely little masque
from the Ottoman penod.

Nearby Is 8 wax museumn that presents scenes of
lebanese customs and traditions. Another
interesting stop in old Byblos is the Fossil
Museum where you can see fascinating
prehistoric flora and fauna preserved in rock.

a2 FRAGRANCE OF THE ORENT

LEER AN

C‘*D‘tal of the North and second largest city in Lebanon, Trpoli is always on
the move. Yet it preserves its past more beautifully than any other of the country’s
ancient towns. A wonderful onental pP'fumc comes from its famous souks, where
you can lose yourself among the maze of tiny streets. Investigate the tailor shops,
soapmakers, potters and ather traditional crafts and enjay the smell of freshly

ground coffee mixed in with the fragrance of spices. A visit to Trpoli's souks is
indeed a sensLal experence.

T.".F oriental atmosphere of old Tripoli is also seen N its mosques, espedially at the

hour of prayer when the call of the muezzins echo over the town.
Thm‘e mosques date maostly to the time of Marnlouks, who occupied the country
at the end of the 13th century. Like the other medieval buildings in the city they
are architectural masterpieces and well worth a wvisit. Be sure to see the Grand
Mosque with its huge courtyard sumounded by arcades, the Taynal mosgue
whose majestic portal is decorated in striped marble, and the Burtasya mosgue,
which has a finely carved minaret

Inpoll s dominated Dy an imposing castle O|g|r‘|~|'ly built by Raymond de
Saint-Gilles, founder of the County of Tripoli dunng the Crusader period. Largely
destroyed by the Mamlouks, the castle was modified and rebuilt over the centunes
by succeeding nulers. This rT‘ﬁc_]rn'.‘f(ﬂr‘-l citadel, 140 meters long and 70 meters
wide, is one of the most impressive in the Middle East.

Also see the celebrated hammams ar baths, some
of which date from the 13th century. Their domes
with pierced glass-covered openings, bring light
nto the interior, At the Hammam el-Abed, the only
bath still functioning, it's sti! possible to enjoy an
authentic Turkish bath. The old city also has a
number of Mamlouk and Ottorman period khans
[caravansaries| and madrasahs (Quranic schools)
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THE CEDAR
ETERNAL SYM ANON

At more than 1,800 meters above sea level, the Cedars of Lebanon
fascinate with their majesty and great age. Known for their long lasting wood
resistant to temperature, humidity and decay, the trees were widely exploited in
antiquity. In the Phoenician era, cedar wood was exported in bulk, mainly to
Egypt and the Phoenician colonies of the Mediterranean.

King Solomon ordered large quantites of cedar wood from King Hiram of Tyre
to build his temple in Jerusalem. The Egyptians used the wood for shipbuilding
and in making sarcophagi, while they employed the cedar oil for
murmmification.

Intensive explaitation of the Cedars continued through the centuries until their
numbers were seriously diminished. Of the immense forests that once covered
Mount Lebanon, only a few isolated reserves remain today in Jaj, Tannourine,
Ehden, Barouk and Maasser el-Chouf.

The most famous cedars are undoubtedly those of Bsharreh, many of which
are hundreds of years old. Four of these trees, estimated at between 1,500 and
2,000 years old, have reached a height of 35 meters and their trunks are
between 12 and 14 meters around.

With branches positioned ke arms at prayer, the so-called Cedars of the Lord
are at their most impressive when seen under layers of white snow.

The resort of the Cedars near Bsharreh is also known for its excellent skiing and
the exceptional view of the Qadisha valley seen from the highest slopes.

LEBAMOMN

I he holy valley of Qadisha, the refuge of hemmits and patriarchs in the eary
centunies of this era, lies at the foot of the picturesque village of Bshameh and
within easy reach of the famous Cedars of Lebanon.

Classified as a world Heritage Site by UNESCO, this deep gorge is ke a pimeval
paradise. Above are diffs where trees dig their roots into the [imestone. The
precipitous rock is nddled with caves and water-carved formations. Water, in fact,
is everywhere, rushing down in falls or coming up at roadside springs. Ancient
monastenes carnved into these diffs have become part of this site’s natural beauty.

The serenity of Qadisha, fragrant with wild flowers and aromatic plants, makes it a
peaceful haven that even today deserves the name « holy valley ». Here, you'll find
nearly inaccessible hemmitages, caves and cave monastenes that were used Dy

At the monastery of Qozhaya is a printing press dating from 1871, a reminder that
this was the site of Lebanon's first printing press, imported in the 16th century.

Haoly Valley
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By S
i AANJAR

21 CITY OF THE OMMAYADS

Locatea in the Begaa valley, Aanjar is one of the
rare Ommayad vestiges in Lebanon. The first
hereditary dynasty of Islam, the Ommayads held
sway in the region dunng the 7th and &th

centunes.

In contrast to other archaeological sites in the
country, Aanjar knew only a short penod of
prosperity. Built at the start of the 8th century
under the reign of Caliph Walid tbn Abdel-Malik, it
ecame a center for rest and recreation. And,
thanks to its geographical position, it was also an
important commercial center.

Surrounded by a wall seven meters high, Aanjar extends over maore than 100,000
square meters. The city is perfectly symetrical, divided into four quarters of equal
size, seperated by one street running East and West and another North and
South. The two streets meet in the center of the city where a tetrapylon was built
of four imposing columns supported by a pedestal. Across from the palace stands
a mosgue whose mihrab facng Mecca and the wells that provided for the
worshippers® ablutions, can still be seen.

Aanjar has been classified as a world Heritage site by UNESCO.

The Grear Palace

BAALBECK
il oy OF THE cODg

LEEANOCN

Baalbeck one of the world's most amazing
archaeological sites, can be found in the east of
Lebanon, where the Begaa plain lies enclosed
between two mountain ranges.

A very ancient site, Baalbeck came into its glory
after the invasion of Alexander the Great, who
elevated it to the rank of Heliopolis, City of the
Sun. With the Roman conquest and the
construction of major temples, the town
developed into an impaortant religious site.

This monumental sanctuary 1s made up of three main temples. A wvisit begins with
the termple of Jupiter, certainly the largest, but not the best preserved. Built during
the reign of the Emperor Augustus towards the beginning of the Christian era, it
was finished a half century later under the rule of Nero.

This temple, 88 meters long and 48 meters wide, was onginally supported by 54

columns. Today only six remain, but their size - 22 meters high and 2 meters in
diameter- is impressive indeed.

Ran
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m BAALEBECK
Hill - orry OF THE cODg

The masterpiece of Baalbeck is undoubtedly the
Bacchus temple. Extremely well preserved thanks
to Arab fortifications built around it, the temple
was protected for centuries from the elements
and from looting. Built in the 2nd century AD
and linked to the temple of Jupiter, access to the
temple was by an imposing staircase and a
colossal door finely decorated with nymphs and
mythological deities.

A short distance away stands the temple of
Venus, built in the third century. A true jewel of
Roman architecture, this temple was designed in
an unusual circular form.

In Baalbeck one should also see the Bth century
Ommayad mosque built with elements
borrowed from the Byzantine church that
formerly stood on the same site. Baalbeck has
been named a world Heritage Site by UNESCO.

Roman temple buffs will enjoy wisiting the
remains of other temples in the Begaa, including
those at Majdel Anjar, Niha and Dekweh.

| H- I.|||l|--:'L:

| International

Festival

An ancient city mentioned in the famous « El-Amarna » letters of the 14th century BC,
Sidon has known many upheavals in the course of its 6,000-year history.

Like other Phoenician cities, Sidon submitted to the domination of Persia, as well as of
Greece and Rome before the Arab conquests. These were followed by the Crusaders and
then the Mamlouks.

Standing proudly in the sea facing the assault of the wind and weather, the sea castle dates
from the time of Crusaders, when Sidon was elevated to the rank of the Seigniory of Sagette.

After wvisiting the castle, stop at the nearby Government Resthouse with its landscaped
grounds overlooking the sea — a pleasant place for a cup of coffee or a meal.

Sidon retains a number of remains from the Mamilouk and Ottoman periods, notably the
Grand Mosque and the Khan el Fran). The impressive Khan or caravansary, now under
restoration, was built in the |7th century to provide shelter for caravans and foreign
merchants passing through the town.

The Grand Mosque is notable for its imposing structure, which resembles a fortress from
the cutside. Actually the building owes its high walls to the fact that it was built during
the Crusader era by the Hospitalers of Saint John. Later it was transformed into a mosque
by the Mamlouks.

Don't miss a tour around Sidons medieval souks where you can find old mosgues,
Quranic schools (Madrassas) and bathhouses, in addition to fascinating old shops.

Qutside Sidon on the road leading from Beirut is the famous Phoenician temple dedicated
to the healing god of Eshmoun. This temple has several basins that were used for
ablutions by the sick. Carved figures of children which were used during the healing
rituals were discovered here, and can be seen today at the National Museum. This
fascinating site also has remains from Roman and Byzantine times,
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MC"‘]:G”‘]D[J often in the Bible, Tyre was
probably founded at the start of the third

millernnium BC. It was onginally made up of two
parts; the coastal city and some small islands.

The city was celebrated in antiquity for the merchant fleet that plied the
Mediterranean, trading in glass, purple dye and cedar wood, and bringing
prosperity to its people.

Tyres most glorious period was in the 10th century BC, when King Hiram
erlarged the city According to legend it was from here that the Princess
Europa was abducted by the god Zeus to what is now Europe, and it was she
who gave her name to the continent She was followed by her brother,
Cadmos who carried the alphabet to the Greeks.

The glory of Tyre spread far beyond its borders, extending to the warious
colonies founded on the shores of the Mediterranean.

But it soon attracted the envy of the worlds great conquerors including
Nabuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who besieged the city for thirteen years. In
332 BC it was the turn of Alexander the Great, who sacked and burmned Tyre
after seven maonths of siege. This he achieved by building a causeway linking
the land city to the island.

Gradually, over the course of history, the causeway filled with sand and the
City became a peninsula.

\nte I ||Ii'x_.5u£ﬂ opha

oS

Today Tyre holds many traces of its rich past. On what was originally the island
is a Roman city with streets paved in mosaics and bordered by columned
porticos that seem to march directly into the sea. A short distance away are the
remains of an imposing cathedral built by the Crusaders and in which the kings
of Jerusalem were crowned.

In another part of the town extends a huge necropaolis with many impressive
sarcophagi dating to the first centuries AD. This exceptional site continues
along a Roman road dominated by a triumphal arch that guards the entrance
to an immense Roman hippodrome nearly 475 meters long. Because of its
invaluable archaeclogical remains, in 1979 UNESCO made Tyre a World
Heritage City.

Visitors to Tyre are welcome to the Government Resthouse which offers
accommaodation, a restaurant and other facilities.

Qana: Some ten kilometers southeast of Tyre, Qana is where the biblical
wedding of Qana took place and it has long been venerated by Christians as a
holy site.

Here one can see reliefs of thirteen figures carved in the rock, said to represent
Christ and his twelve disciples.
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BEITEDDINE
THE PALACE OF THE EMIRS

J-._Jat a few kilometers from the fascinating

village of Deir el Qamar is the Falace of
Beiteddine, a masterpiece 19th century
Lebanese architecture. The Falace, with its vast

courtyard and Deautl ful fountains, ochre stone

and ,':'-‘:'u".*":f'i"-.e' geometrical arcades, 5 a
wanderful sight to behaold.

Built during the reign of Emir Bechir Il Chehab,

today the palace is one of Lebanon's most loved
1|:|:|nr tions. The imposing doors of inlaid m: 1.t]'r~
the typical « mandaloun » balconies closed in by
intricate woodwaork, and the rnchly f_:_,.f_'.ur':*-rj
windows are all typical of the penod

Bel ng the summer residence of the President of
the .lx’ public, won't disturk the casual visitor, On
the contrary there is just a chance you might
meet the Lebanese head of state, of even have
A talk with him.

The palace Is also the venue for an annual
cultural festival presenting performers of
Intemational rencwn

For more information
vicit. the cites bolow:

- www.destinationlebanon.gov.lb
- www.tyrefestival.com

- www.baalbeck.org.lb

- www.byblosfestival.org

- www.beiteddine.com

= www.albustanfestival.com

- www.mousaleranjar.com

LEEAMON
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FESTIVALS AND FAIRS

Cine of the main cultural centers of the Middle E
Lebanon s returning to its pre-war tradition of

SUIrmmer |l"':1t Ve ‘||

Throughout the summer months the lebanese ':r'lj

performances by an array of international stars

dppear at archaeclogical sites such as Baalbeck, Hlldr'
ruines, the palace of Beiteddine, the Roman

hippodrome in Tyre, or the Khan el Fran) in Sidon

From early July to the end of August, musical concerts,
as and modem dance troupes bnng fife

ballets, ope
back to these ancient stones.

lo discover the magic of such sites, beal tlfu“'
¢ the voices of famou

hle expernence. Besides
1 festivals are organizec

fluminated and enhanced by
performers, s an unforget
large number of local summe

the different Lebanese villages and towns.

Winter has its share with al Bustan Festival helc

F"..:'l-".'U::”._'-" at Beit '|I"-.-"1':..'|_.'_t". ".-"i”-::|"'_-1":..'.
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OFF THE BEATEN PATH

Although Lebanon is famous for the beauty of its
archaeolcgical sites, the country’s mountains and
picturesgue villages should not be missed. Red tile
roofs, stone houses clinging to the mountain, these
villages blend together in the imagination to become a
single face of Lebanon.

S0 let us get off the beaten path and discover some
typical villages. Try Beit Chabab, where they cast
church bells, Rashaya with its traditional houses, or
Baskinta at the foot of snow-covered Sanine. There is
also Jezzine and its famous waterfalls, Douma with its
magnificent natural setting, as well as Deir al Qamar
and the palace of the Emirs. Bsharreh village is known
for its venerated poet, Gibran Khalil Gibran, and his
masterwork, « The Prophet ».

MNear the coast you can visit Amchit and its beautiful
early 20th century villas which are richly decorated with
wood and frescos. Qr stop in Batroun to wisit its
sumptuous cathedral, old churches and streets,

In the picturesque souks of Zouk village look at the
interesting handicrafts for sale or board the cable car to
ascend to Hanssa where a statue of the Virgin Mary
overiooks the bay of Jounieh.

SPORTS AND OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

At lebanon’s many sports and health clubs you can play golf, tennis
ar squash, swim, or participate in team sports. Fitness training is very
popular and hotels and clubs will usually allow foreign visitors access
to their facilities.

Thanks to Lebanon's vaned geography, opportunities for outdoor
activites abound. It takes little more than an hour to reach the
snow-covered mountains (early January to the end of March| where
our Mediterranean climate means ideal ski conditions and sunny skies
on mast days. For an unusual sports combination, try skiing in the
moming and spending the aftemoocn swimming on the coast.

There are six ski stations in Lebanon: the Cedars, Faraya, Lagloug,
Fagra, Qanat Bakish and Zaarour.

Water sports of all kinds are available most of the year Relax at a
sandy beach at Jiyye, Tyre, Byblos or Enfe or try one of the many
resorts along the shore.

Scuba diving Is popular too. You can explore through scuba diving
clubs a variety of fascinating natural sites and shipwrecks all long the
Lebanese coast.

If you want even more adventure, there are clubs that can send you
paragliding at the Cedars or paddling down the Awwall nver in a
canoe or kayak. You can also climb the steep slopes of mount
Sannine in an all temain vehicle, or explore deep caves with one of
lebanon’s speleo clubs. Organized trekking or rock climbing is a
waonderful way to expenence Lebanon’s natural beauty at first hand.
But even maore possibilities await, so come prepared to indulge in
your favorite sports.
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LEEBANESE CUISINE

Lebanon is much appreciated for its cuisine, which is
among the most vaned and savory in the waorld.

Above all, Lebanese food is associated with the mezze,
2 spread of innumerable small dishes that form the
traditional opener to a meal. Carefully decorated, wisely

well as to the palate.

Among the most essential mezze dishes are homos
([purée of chick peas and sesame paste), moutabal
leggplant and sesame paste dip), tabboulda salad of

parsiey. tomatoes and crushed wheat), warak arish

[stuffed vine leaves|, labne|strained yogurt seasoned
with olive ol and garlic), fattoushgreen salad with
dried bDread], sambou ssek (hor cheese pastnes),
kebbi (finely ground meat with crushed wheat and
flavorings), and many maore.

Mext comes the seafood or grills = lamb kababs, chicken
brochettes or kaftdground meat with parsely).

The GIUEFSI'[}‘ of the cuisine knows no limits. It also
Includes many complex dishes with a sophisticated
blend of flavors such as kebbi b’ labnijeheat balls
in a sauce of yogurt] and moujaddara (purée of
lentils with rice and onion), sayyadiehslices of fish
accompanied by rice and an onion sauce} and much
E5e.

The meal I1s traditionally accompanied by arak, the
national dnnk of distilled grape juice flavored with anis.
Or you can select one of the excellent local wines

For dessert the choice extends to exotic fruit such as
dates, sweet lemons, mangos, pineapple or
persimmaon. Or try some local pastries with pistachios or
white cheese, or perhaps criental ice cream with its
own special perfume.

You can also try white coffee (an infusion of
orange-flower water] or a cup of strong Turkish coffee.

If you are in a humy, stop at one of the many sandwich
shops scattered in every Lebanese village and town.
lypical Lebanese fast food includes mankouché (pizza
with thyme and olive oill and lahme bi ajipeza
with lightly spiced ground meat and tomato}, or
perhaps a sandwich of falaflepurée of breaded
beans) or shawarma ([thin slices of marnated meat
usually gamished with fresh vegetables, pickles and a
sesame oil sauce.
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@ USEFUL INFORMATION

P\ HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS

Lebanon has many iuxury hotels, well eguipped o make your
stay pleasant and comfortable. Mumerous quality restaurants offer
internaticnal cuisines (ftalian, Japanese, Chinese, hexican, ec.), while
restaurants serving deiicious Llebanese food are oo numerous o count. The
Ministry of Tourism pubishes 3 Hotel Guidend 2 Guide to Restaurants,
Night clubs and Calfiéis availabie at the Office of Tounsm
The Ministry also has brochures for each region of lebanon and many
archaeciogical sites

LEEBANOCM

& SHOPPING
tMost intemational Drands are available in lebanon, but the
visitor will be more interested in the iocal products, especially handicrafts
Embrofdery, cutiery, brass, caftans and pottery of ail kKinds are among the
attractive choces. Talented Lebanese jeweiers are anather source of onginal
SOUVENITS 8T 2 good price

B CLIMATE
Lebanon enjoys & mild Mediterranean cimate with an average
of 300 sunny days a year, [T almast never rains between June and Septermiber,
but July and August are often hot and humid, with temperatures around 30°
Cefsius. Winters are generally cool with heavy rain on the coast and snow in
the maountai n\ Mevertheless, winter brings many pieasant days, making
Lebanan ideal for wanter sports.

s wishing o enter Lebanon must possess & vaid
passport with & visa obtained from a Lebanese embassy or consulate abroad
Residents of 33 countries nciuding the USA, members of the European
Union, and countries of the Arabian Guif and Malysia can obtain visas at the
dirport in Beirut. A valid passport is all that is required

for more details wvisit: www.¢EamEnaEity.gov.lb

& cusToMS

Personal effects are -'-">‘-'-"r"""i O CUstoms. AlConol 1S limited to

two botties per person and tabacco to 5 grams, 400 cigareties or Z0 dgars
VAT: 105 on the purchases you make,

Toursts departing rr"l T Lefanon are ent u-L1 0 a VAT refund on goods

purchased during their stay wich should not exceed three continuous months

AVAT refund is not appicable o serces, food and beverage, fusf or mbacco.

28 LOCAL TIME

spoken Arabic, which is & re
The use of French has been widespread since the French Mandate period
Engiish, Is the language of business and
You'll certainly have few problems expre
Many international Newspapers and Magazines are available at newstands and Dookstores

[ebanese tme s GMWT -+ 2 hours inowinter and =+ 3 hours in sumimer.

@ LANGUAGES
Arakic is the official language of the country, A distincoon should be made between
onal dialect, and witten Arabic which 5 common o al Aral Countries

is spoken by an increasing numier of Lebanese
ssing yourself, since most Lebanese are at least bi-lingual

& CURRENCY

Cumency is the Llebanese pound whose rate of exchange i= approximately
I,500 LL tothe US doiiar

You Wion't hawve any difficuities exc “hanging money In Lebanon, which enoys numerous ficenced
exchange shops. The banking systern, one of the most developed in the Middie East, employs
maden systems of payment and most banks have automatic tellers which accept intemational
credit cards

& WORKING HOURS

The official day off & Sunday, aithough some shops and supermarkets open on

Sunday moming. Working hours duning the week are generally as foliows

Government : \Monday to Thursday: 8 am. o Z prm. Fiday: 8 am. to 11 am
and Saturday, 8to [ pm
Private sector : 5 am. c & om., Mon iday [h.‘l]l_,l-':]l'- F|"|j§n}.-
Banks: 520 am. o4 pm honday 1o Friday - Saturdays untii 1 pm
Shops 9 30 am. 0 & pr. Monday through Saturday. In Summer Saturdays untl | pm
Supermarkets : 830 amw 8pm - 12 pm

Note : Hours may vary in Summer. Shops, banks and offices may have slightly
different schedules so it's best to check.



HOLIDAYS
Holidays with Fixed Dates

-flew years’ Day / January 1

Crrstmas / Armenian Orthdox January 6
-5t Maroun's Day / February 9
-tabor Day / May 1

Assumption Dy / August 15
-Independence Day / November 22
-Crhristmas / December 25

Refigious Holidays with Movealle Dates

-Cathalic Good Friday

Orthodox Good Friday
-athalic Easter
-Orthodox Easter

osiern Mew Year
-AFIr {twa days, after the Holy Maonth of Ramadan)
-AlAdhez (two days, after the pllgrimage (hafj) to

hecca and Mading)
- Ashoura
-The Prophet Mohammed's Binthdzy

Ramadan i the Haoly Month of fasting and chanty celebrated by Moslemns. fs
starting date mowves backwards through the vear, at about 12 days each time,
Those who observe Ramadan refrain from eating, drinking and smoking
during deylight hours, The fast s broken by an « iftar » meal at sunset

TOURIST POLICE
In the event of problems, tourists may call the Tourist Police Office at the Ministry
of Tourism |Conial Bank Sireet, Hamea| Tel: (01) 35 09 01 - [01) 34 32 B6

Hotline: 1735

INFORMATION OFFICE AT THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM
Tel: |01 343073
Address: S50 Ceniral Bank Street (Hamra)
Tal (9561) [1p 340 M0-1 -2-3-4
Faoe: (9611 340 945
P.O.Box: | |-5344, Beinst - Lebanaon
wieb Site: o desdinationfelanon go b
E-mall: mot@lebanon-toumm gov.th
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